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The living room takes cues from chic Paris apartments,
with a custom French 1940s-style sofa, Milg

Baughman travertine table from 1stdibs, linen-covered
bucket chairs from The Guild Shop, and light pendant
from Charles Edwards. Rug from Round Top.

Oppasite page:
The Courtlandt Place house was designed by Sanguinet
& Staats in 1913.

OLD HOUSE

DREAMS

A GRAND 1913 HOUSE IN HISTORIC COURTLANDT PLACE, BUILT

FOR ANOTHER ERA, IS GENTLY RESTORED BY OWNERS
ASHLEY AND STEVE PUTMAN.

BY REBECCA SHERMAN, RENOVATIONS ARCHITECT GORDON PARTNERS DESIGN.,

PHOTOGRAPIHY LISA PETROLI.

ART DIRECTION MICHELLE AVINA.

s the saving goes,
when one door
closes. another one
Opens. Such was
the case for "thh*:..
and Steve Putman.

who had their
hearts =et on an old house in Houston's
historie Courtlandt Place. only 1o lose
their bid 1o a Hlll1|u'1ill;: lrll‘lﬁ'l'. “I eried
for a week.” Ashlev savs. Soon alter,
lE]l'il‘ r'I!'iII. catale agent |:|]Iu||{'1| anl
llf'IIII: ||'Il"rll [lw house across I}h" =1 el

From it hadl just become available in a

private sale. ."L:ﬂu]c':v. remernbered gazing
at it across the boulevard. its palarial.
colummed [acade as splendid as it musi
have been a century earlier. Fearing
a repeat ol their last experience. the
Putmans immediately rushed over.
Stepping inside. they were greeted by
a massive oak ey hall. re eprion arca,
and grand staircase, “1 was. like. wow!
We fell Tor it quickly and put a bid in
the next tEEI:l;. With a litle nesotiating,
we gol it

The 1913 Neoclassical Rea i\:n|—.-l:~ le
house is one ol 18 remaining original

rr.“

houses in Courtlandt Place. established
in 1900 as an exclusive rll'i]_f|1|ll whood
southwest ol downtown lor Houston's
wealthy businessmen and their families.

This house, along with many others
on the street, was de S1Ee (] In IFor
Worth architects Sanguinet & Staats,
The firm was |u'n|ih':‘ in the "20s and
“30s with such noteworthy structures

as the San Jacinto Monument and
the Gull' Building in Houston, said
to be the tallest building in Texas a
the time. Houses in Courtlandt Place
were desicned to impress. and the honse
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Clockwise from top left:

The diming room’s antique crystal chandelier is onginal to the house. Antique Chinese
library table and French armchairs from 1stdibs. Orange-lacquered chairs from Jardin
de France.

A wview into the onginal fernery from the hving room. The millwork, floors, and coffered
cellings are onginal.

The fernery’s antique and vintage rattan furniture was restored by the previous
homeowner.

Opposite page:

Olive-green linen draperies offer 2 peek into the fernery, with antique rattan sofa in
Brunschwig & Fils fabnic. Fermery painted in Famow & Ball Yeabridge Green. Bust on
cabinet is from Pans.
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baailt om lot nomber 5 — the Putmans’
new house — was no exception. It was
originally built lor James L. Autry, who
co-lounded The Texas Company (later
known as Texaco). and onee included
a large greenhouse and tennis court.
Inspired by the era’s popular Mission
architecture movement. the interiors
are as imajestic as Autry s stature in the
community would have required. Broad
oak wainscoting is found throughout.
ncluding Autry’s private ofhee, library,
and the Tamily dining room., which

also has a massive Hloor-to-ceiling oak

f[r'l']lhu't'.

“The house is so grandiose. We
wanted o make it feel less daunting
and more like a lamily home, says
Ashley. a graphic designer who has
also ereated interiors for restaurants
such as Emmmaline. She and Steve, a
l":l-E"l.ll:ljl' ;_:l‘rll‘r'.'ll il'l:l‘l.ltl."i"]. |!!|:I‘H" T
teenage boys, The couple spent two
vears renovating the house, including
restoring an upstairs sleeping porch

1|IEI| Sf xS rlll‘ .‘"Hllll'] i‘[]ll Hi-ll'll:' |IHIlI.'"1".

-[-Itl'} Hlfl!‘fili'll Ly IIIIH' I\ill"lli‘ll ;II]fl

E'I'!‘{tli‘il al ﬂ'Il.'*IIIII flillill!: Al EI]“II!.:

with a separate breaklast nook behind
antigque beveled-glass doors. A century
carlier. the Autrvs would have never
set oot in the back service areas.
but this family loves to hang out in
the kitchen — l".'iElI!"{'i.;!":l.' when Steve
cooks. Fyven when ruesls .hlnlt ]H the
family prefers 1o take visitors up the
service stairs, “The Kids who lived in
this |ur||.=-:'u1'if_fi1m||:. didn’t even know
there were back stairs.” "n-.|||1~:v. sV,
“We're ||u'|-.'} — we gel o use the

W I!Iilll‘ II[IIJH‘.”

.-EI|4'}. and Steve Putman

love old houses, They

prey itmﬁl} lived in a

19:30s house on Sunset

Boulevard., and until

['l'i'l'll]l:n- 1||:':. owned an old Farmbouse
near Round Top. “Old houses just have
soul.” Ashley says. At 108 vears old.
their Courtlande Place residence is
their oldest vet. and it came with a lew
welcome surprises. “The woman who
ﬂl'ln"l..rll'l:l IIH' |I[|‘|.:‘11' ]'ll.“r[li"l' 1= 1'[|‘||1'I'!!"II
antigque wicker furniture that she
r'l'llili.l"l'll.“ 'ﬂhh'r‘l-. 1't'+'.'1||:-. “WN |I1'rl W
came throngh the house o look at i,
she had a ton of it. The r-]t'rpin:_r L wch
was [ull of wicker furniture, and the
basement was full of intricate Vietorian
wicker furniture. | love wicker and
bamboo. so she let me buy some of
it.” A downstairs enclosed porch — or
lernery. as it would have been known
in 1913 — is now [urnished with maony
ol the Previous Owner s wicker picees,
And Ashley inherited another gem: the
formal dining room’s original crvsial
chandelier, which had been neglected
on the basemem Hoor lor decades, —h
hadd bheen |].'i:-:-|"1] down with EVErY new
owner, but was jli:—-l left there :_':'l[hl‘l'ill:_‘
dust. broken. with missing cry stals.”
They had it restored. and it now
presides in all its glory over the table.
As a graphic designer. Ashley

i= skilled at ereating striking and
harmonious COMPOsITONS, It's a talent
rh;l[ 1';I-i|3' translates o mterors. .'h['ll'
SAVS, “'i'lu'?. :m*r-.nr|u.~=r|} related: with
.-,_r,r'ufnhi{' design, it's just a differem
tvpe of arranging. | can spend days
or weeks just hddling and rearranging
Cvery vignetie and wall in the house,
[t's an obsession — | can’t help it.”

-Itlll‘ i‘ll”':ﬁ- "'."|'-ilf'| = ;.'.I'-'.ll“] Ell'ﬂllﬂr'rillll-"
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and dark oak called for contrast, and

.1'|..-E'||:*j. 1l]r|i;_{4'4|. “It can leel rather

[usty — it needed an injection of youth
and freshness, That black-and-white
vignette as vou walk in started with a
madern, octagonal white console that |
bought at Round Top vears ago.” The
abstract painting was a gift from Steve
(she told him what 1o buy. she notes).
and the mid-20th-century geametrie
lamp was a New York Hea-market lind.
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The house is a mix ol repurposed
vintage, thritt-store hinds. and, where
needed, custom-designed lumishings,
Like Many desizners, .\:'i]lil"}.' haunts
The Guild Shop. a consignment store
that benelits 5t John the Divine.
where’s she snagged remarkable
picees for the parlor, including a sofa
“that came alive when | recovered
in it green velvet,” she savs, along

\'l.'il]l an Art '}i'l'[r !]lll']'\\lllll] 1'11”1'1'

11

table. baskets. and |Jfll1l‘l':l.- Back in
the day. the parlor would have been
an impressive room for entertaining
visitors, and Ashley interpreted it for
modern times. 1 wanted it 1o feel
COZY and dark — a ili;:|ll1it1h‘ 1o
for having after-dinner drinks,” she
SUVE, The space is cocooned in green.
from lagoon-green walls and velver-
draped windows to the sola, Hanked
|}:.' a pair of moss velvet chairs from
France.

Opposite the parlor, a light-hilled
living room is where they entertain
during the day. “The first time |
saw this room. | thought it could be
like a Paris apartment — all white.
and a little more modern than the
parlor, but with drama.” she says.
She designed the 1940s-French-
illh]]il'['[l sola lor the space and Tound
the large Milo Banghman-designed
travertine collee table on 1sudibs.
\ pair ol linen-covered bucket
chairs was snageed at The Guild
Shop. and they go perfectly with the
vintage Saarinen table she found.
Near a window, there s a very special
antique Steinway & Sons grand piano
that had |u‘|nnl'_f.t'1i to the Frl't"'.inll:-
homeowners., who oflered it 1o the
Putmans. No one in their I'.-Lruii}'
plavs, but it's beautiful 1o look at. In
away, ||H*:4. see themselves as r||r|1~|:.
caretakers of the piano — and of the
house. “There will be a lot ol people
over the Vears who live in this house.
and we are here to |11'i||;: 1 ;llnll_'.: and
take very good care ol it.” Ashley
SUVS. “We wonder, as we el older:
Will it be reasonable to stay in a house
of this size. with the stairs? But we
can't imagine not living here — it's
become an emotional attaclhuiment.”

!"",r-,.-,””'””,:.-,.-ﬂ

The paror fireplace s from 1stdibs. Rug 13 an old
African Tuareg mat from Etsy. Pair of leather club
chairs from England.

Opposite page:

In the parlor, the sofa and burl-wood coffee table are
vintage Guild Shop finds. Knstopher Benedict painting.
Wall color, Farrow & Ball Inchyra Blue. Table lamps
from The Guild Shop. Schumacher pillows.

i
[Py '_l'|.|‘! i

i M.
iy i L ﬁ&{%\

(AR R R YA

“ 1 CAN SPEND DAYS OR
WEEKS JUST FIDDLING
AND REARRANGING EVERY
VIGNET'TE AND WALL IN
THE HOUSE.

I'T"S AN OBSESSION —
| CAN"T" HELP I'L”

Rp— 1.-';'.|||.|'.I|Iff'|.' .I”J'.I'.F.I'.I'J'r'.f.fi
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A modern vignette in the entry incl
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from Round Top and other refreshed flea
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A cozy, coral-hued o o =
room across from the 2 lactat ,
parlor is where the 7 o ]
family watches TV~ - e j":"j s I
and reads. The sofa M

%

i covered in Chelsea T - == - = _
Textiles Tree of Life b E TSR SEERSE £ib e r The main-bathroom tub is from Victoria + Albert. Antique
pattern. 3 = = ' = ; _ lantern pendant from the Paris flea market. Antique Oushak

' : - from Round Top. Vintage artwork from ebth.com.

%

A sitting area in the main bedroom includes an
antique chandelier purchased from the previous
owner. Yintage table and chairs from The

Guild Shop. Oriental rug from Sotheby's. 'i"flli:,,/ '
painted in Benjamin Moore Tissug Pink:
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Above: On the stair landing are a Noguchi pendant, antique console from the Paris flea market,
RH sofa and chair, and kilim rug from Etsy. Walls painted in Farrow & Ball Manor House Gray.
Left: Ashley Putman,
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: . Upposite page, clockwise from top left:
The upstairs sleeping porch was restored and furmshed with antique and wintage rattan pieces,
The pool area’s teak furniture is from Pottery Barn with cushions in Sunbrella stnpes.
Builders West gently refreshed the kitchen with custom cabinets and center island to retain a
penod feel.
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