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Houses of Import presents a unique side of houston 
through the designs of non-houstonians. rDa’s tour  
showcases how visiting architects provide fresh insight and 
inspiration, adding to houston’s architectural vitality.  
additionally, this tour reveals how unique characteristics of 
houston – climate, history, transportation, landscape, and 
lack of zoning – are interpreted from an “outsider’s” per-
spective. Ultimately, houses of import will demonstrate how 
an emerging global design practice is beginning to have a 
substantive impact on our local residential design market.

»  Saturday  &  Sunday

»  april  2-3 ,  2011

»  1 :00  p.m .  -  6 : 00  p.m .
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arcHItect cIty

Houston, texas

d av i d  H e y m a n n  a r c H i t e c t   a u S t i n ,  t e X a S
   
W.  J u d e  l e B l a n c    at l a n ta ,  G e o r G i a
               
p r i c e  H a r r i S o n  &  a S S o c i at e S   n a S H v i l l e ,  t e n n e S S e e
              
o l S o n  S u n d B e r G  K u n d i G  a l l e n   S e at t l e ,  Wa S H i n G t o n

F r a n K  W e l c H     d a l l a S ,  t e X a S

l a K e  |  F l at o  a r c H i t e c t S   S a n  a n t o n i o ,  t e X a S
  

t h e  v i s i t o r s

3 5 0 6  S u n S e t  B o u l e va r d
2005– David Heymann, Architect

3 1 2 2  S u n S e t  B o u l e va r d  ( c a S i ta )
2010 – W. Jude LeBlanc

6 0 0 1  c H a r l o t t e  S t r e e t
2005 – Price Harrison & Associates

1 9 1 6  B a n K S  S t r e e t  ( H a n d m a d e  H o u S e )
2010 – Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen

2 2 2 5  d e v o n S H i r e  S t r e e t
1982 – Frank Welch

6 0 6  W e S t  F r i a r  t u c K  l a n e
2003 – Lake | Flato Architects

t h e  h o u s e s

tickets may be purchased at any of the tour 
locations, or in advance by mailing a check to 
rDa, or visiting www.ricedesignalliance.org

full ticket details page 20. 

rDa Has HelD  
arcHItecture  
tours sInce 1975 to  
acquaInt HoustonIans 
wItH tHe best examples  
of arcHItecture,  
InterIor DesIgn, anD  
lanDscape DesIgn In  
tHe cIty.
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3 5 0 6  S u n S e t 
B o u l e va r d

2 0 0 5 d av i d  H e y m a n n ,  a r c H i t e c t
a u S t i n ,  t e X a S

a D D r e s s y e a r  b U i lt a r c h i t e c t  /  r e s i D e n c e

T architect David heymann grew up in West University place, 
where this house is located. he practices in austin and is a 
professor of architecture at the University of texas at austin. 
heymann’s client is an ethnographer, photographer, and writer 
who wanted a house that could be a studio, a hospitable place 
for entertaining friends, and a haven for grandchildren.  
the two-story house is lofty. its combined living room and  
kitchen, anchored by a stone fireplace, pivots outward toward 
the sunlight and the prevailing southeast breeze, screened from 
the street by an open-air terrace and dense plantings of indig-
enous trees and shrubs installed by horticulturist Will fleming. 
bold colors, angled window bays, a mixed palette of building 
materials, and a marvelous sculptural leader supplying the 
terrace tank reflect the owner’s desire for a house that is very 
personal. inside, ceiling planes are molded to create pockets 
of daylight. mainland construction company was the general 
contractor. 
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T the texas-born atlanta architect W. Jude leblanc, associate 
professor of architecture at georgia tech University, designed a 
backyard “casita” for a childhood friend in West University place 
that contains a two-car garage, a spacious second-story living 
room, a kitchen, a bathroom, and a third-level sleeping loft. 
leblanc fit the house’s spatial pieces together with dexterity, 
using sectional variation and interior windows to create intricate 
volumetric overlaps. the living room is high ceilinged, spacious, 
and tranquil. Window openings at the corners perceptually 
expand its size.  a louver-screened outdoor shower balcony and 
the clever use of mirrors to induce the illusion of spatial exten-
sion are imaginative elements. houston architectural craftsman 
alberto bonomi fabricated and installed specially designed stone 
and metal components, along with being the general contractor 
on the project. leblanc used white-painted wood shingles and 
clapboards and black-painted steel louvers to imbue the sunset 
casita with a gulf coastal flavor.  

3 1 2 2  S u n S e t 
B o u l e va r d  ( c a S i ta )

2 0 1 0  W.  J u d e  l e B l a n c 
at l a n ta ,  G e o r G i a

a D D r e s s y e a r  b U i lt a r c h i t e c t  /  r e s i D e n c e
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6 0 0 1  c H a r l o t t e  
S t r e e t

2 0 0 5  p r i c e  H a r r i S o n  &  a S S o c i at e S
n a S H v i l l e ,  t e n n e S S e e

a D D r e s s y e a r  b U i lt a r c h i t e c t  /  r e s i D e n c e

T price harrison is a nashville architect. he designed this 
two-story house in the preston place section of West University 
place for a former classmate, which occupies a narrow lot.  
in plan and elevation, it is divided by a central partition that 
splits the house in two. living spaces, the stair, and a two-car 
garage are organized to either side of this partition, which  
projects forward of the street front of the house. price uses 
projecting wall planes and the canopy above the front door to 
frame the street front spatially. by varying the sill and head 
heights of openings, he induces a tense play between movement 
and stasis, flatness and depth, that animates the house front. 
inside, meticulous proportions and luminous surfaces reflect 
natural light, expanding one’s sense of the limits of the compact 
house, making it seem open and spatially expansive. price  
responds boldly to houston’s abundant daylight, making it 
his primary material for constructing big space in a not-so-big 
house. anthony e. frederick was associate architect; John D. 
Daber from J+l engineers was the structural engineer; timothy 
adcock with thompson & hanson did the landscaping; and Kurt 
lobpries with builders West, inc. was the general contractor. 
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In nashville there is a trend to regulate "architectural style" in some older neighborhoods. I believe that the proper function of any codes sys-
tem is to insure public safety and foster an orderly urban environment. architects should be free to design buildings without aesthetic constraints.    
-Price Harrison

6 0 0 1  c H a r l o t t e  S t r e e t
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1 9 1 6  B a n K S  S t r e e t 
( H a n d m a d e  H o u S e )

2 0 1 0 o l S o n  S u n d B e r G  K u n d i G  
a l l e n ,  S e at t l e ,  Wa S H i n G t o n

a D D r e s s y e a r  b U i lt a r c h i t e c t  /  r e s i D e n c e

T seattle architect rick sundberg designed the handmade 
house for houston developer (and seattle native) carol isaak 
barden. a freestanding house in the boulevard oaks neigh-
borhood, it possesses a pacific northwest ambiance evident 
in the cool green stucco exterior and mellow interiors, where 
floor, wall, and roof planes of brazilian ipê wood complement 
polished-concrete floors and light-toned walls. the architects 
inserted vertical window slots and second-story skylights to 
provide unexpected infusions of daylight. ground-floor social 
spaces wrap around a generous rear courtyard and the garage 
roof is an expansive elevated terrace. carol barden calls this the 
handmade house because it contains installations by houston 
artisans Jill brown, brian conner, steven Dvorak, sandy Kay, 
charles masterson, and roger Waller. mainland construction 
company was the general contractor and richard holley the 
interior designer.
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59 - soUthWest freeWay
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T frank Welch of Dallas is texas’ best-known residential 
architect. he has worked throughout the state during more than 
fifty years of practice. in the 1950s, while employed by the 
partnership of o’neil ford and richard s. colley, Welch lived in 
houston. he has designed numerous houses in houston, including 
one shown on rDa’s 2006 tour. this two-story house was built by 
the interior designer and art collector sue rowan pittman. Welch 
fit the house to a corner site in the glendower court neighbor-
hood with a series of stepped wall planes clad in st. Joe brick. 
from outside, the house appears tightly closed. from inside, it is 
very open. floors paved with ruddy flagstone complement simply 
finished walls meant for the display of art. large rectangular 
windows open into walled courtyards, suffusing the house with 
daylight. sectional variations ensure a dramatic sequence of 
spaces, culminating in a double-height living room with a vista  
to the elevated library beyond. the interiors were completed by 
J. randall powers, interior Decoration. 

2 2 2 5  d e v o n S H i r e  
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1 9 8 2 F r a n K  W e l c H , 
d a l l a S ,  t e X a S
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T the san antonio architects lake/flato designed this house 
in the memorial neighborhood of sherwood forest for a rela-
tive of one of their partners. it was lake/flato’s first opportunity 
to engage a houston woodland setting. they responded with a 
taut arrangement of three parallel, steel-framed bars of space, 
roofed with thin, asymmetrically gabled roof plates. exterior 
wall surfaces of burnished sheet steel and intensely colored 
stucco play off the tones of the pine forest. the entry courtyard, 
screened by a horizontal wood lath wall of ipê, leads to a two-
story-high space that fills the center of the house. more shel-
tered rooms open off this central space on both floors. partitions 
of vertical grain fir wood and plywood and polished concrete 
floors bring the dappled light of the woodland setting inside. 
thin, steel tension rods structurally tying the wide roof eaves 
back to the house enhance an impression of ethereal lightness, 
suggesting that this is a tree house on the ground.  renaissance 
builders was the general contractor. mcDugald steele completed 
the landscaping. 
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T tickets may be 
purchased at any of  
the tour locations or in 
advance by mailing a 
check made payable to 
the rice Design alliance 
and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: 

rice univerSity

rice deSiGn alliance -  

mS 51

p.o. BoX 1892

HouSton, teXaS  

77251-1892

the rice Design alliance is an aia/ces registered 
provider of educational programs. for this tour, 
attendees will earn two learning Units. learning Units 
will be reported to ces records on the member’s 
behalf. registration at one house on the tour is required. non-aia members 
may pick up a certificate of completion to fulfill state mce requirements.
    the tour is made possible by support from a & e - the graphics complex; 
avadek; W. s. bellows construction corporation; broaddus & associates; 
brookstone, lp; builders West, inc.; centerpoint energy, inc.; Je Dunn 
construction; leslie elkins architecture; fKp architects; gilbane; D. e. harvey 
builders; haworth; haynes Whaley associates, inc.; hoar construction; 
humphries construction corp.; mccoy Workplace solutions; morris architects; 
o’Donnell/snider construction; office pavilion - houston; the ofis; 
perkins+Will; rosenberger construction lp; satterfield & pontikes construc-
tion, inc.; the southampton group; tDindustries, inc.; tellepsen; transwestern; 
Walter p moore; Wylie consulting engineers; the corporate members of the 
rice Design alliance; the city of houston through the houston arts alliance; 
and the texas commission on the arts.     

$25  General admiSS ion

$15  F or  StudentS W itH  id ; 
Senior c it iZenS over 65  year S old

    The tour is open only to RDA members and  
guests. RDA Memberships beginning at $45 
include one complimentary tour ticket  
(Household level and higher includes two 
complimentary tickets).  

for more information, please call 
713.348.4876 or visit  oUr Website at 
WWW.riceDesignalliance.org

the rice Design alliance is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advance- 
ment of architecture, urban design, and the built environment in the houston  
region through educational programs, the publication of cite: the architecture + 
Design review of houston, and active programs to initiate physical improvements.

photography by paUl hester  /   hanDmaDe hoUse photography coUrtesy of  
carol isaaK barDen  /   6001 charlotte photography coUrtesy of price harrison   

hoUse Descriptions by stephen fox  /   Design by ph Design shop

tour adMission » 
all six hoUses
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