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“We have done abour four homes already,” says the wite, who chose the interior
finishes in collaboration with the architect and builder. "It was truly a labor of love
for the architect and builder. .]-]Ir.'}-' went far beyond just dﬂillg a t.;i)(h] job.”

Architect Robert A. Levy, AlA, agrees. “Everyone cared, and everyone worked
well together. The homeowners are wonderful, easy-going people, and Kurt
Lobpries, who owns Builders West Inc., is one of my owo favorite contractors.”

Builders West is celebrating its 25th year in business this year. The company
started our small, but now specializes in custom homes in Houston's best
neighborhoads. “1 have spent years building a ream of master crattsmen,”
says Lobpries.

Take in a view af the foyer, with its grom-vanldted ceiling, from the living room,
TOM Marble eF Granite crafied the stone around the inlaid marble in the floor:

The results of the collaboration during the past year are striking indeed. As you step

master criftiman Candalevio Zelaya fit togevher the varions pieces of stane.

into the octagonal foyer, you enter a word of neoclassical charm and lusury, Blue
walls blend seamlessly with Visage Blue Granite Aoors surrounding an inlaid marble
tabletop purchased by the homeowners on a mip w0 Rome. This and a band of
Rajah Black Granite outlining the entry required the skill of master crafisman
Candalerio Zelaya to fit together the varous pieces of stone fabricared by

1CM Marble & Granire.

Since both the homeowners and architect love all things lalian, they chose a pair
of engaged columns and a shallow groin-vaulred ceiling for the entry. In the living
room beyond, muscum-quality art and furniture hark back to the age of
enlightenment, and floor-to-ceiling windows open onto a dramaric view of
downtown Houston.

“The condo was finished only o the studs, so the homeowners were able to

customize everything,” says Levy. “They knew exactly whar they wanted, down wo
the exact granite and wall color,” Working dosely with the owners, Levy sketched
every detail of the house, Then he and Lobpries worked ll'li_',L'iI'H.‘I' o make ita

reality,

TCM Marble & Granite installed Visage Blue Granite in the kicchen to complement
the shade of blue the couple chose for walls and woodwork thronghous the apartment.
The 19%h-century stained-glass window from England lad been in storage for years:
the couple had it instalied and backliv to bring cheerful fight into the kirchen.

the canple had it installed aned backlit to bring cheerfid light inve the kitchen,

|:l||'{:-|; an antiques, fine art and masterful stonework
{‘UIIII‘![{_"III("HI gorgeous \ rews of Houston

.

Cllassic European antiques and art coupled with fine Persian rugs bring a formal tone to the living oo of the high-rise condaminisem,

Crenterous windos affer views of the Uptownr Park are. HOUSTON HOLSE & HOME s






The master bath is a masterpiece of White Piracema Granite, which covers walls, tub surround, shower wally and countertops. Fighteen slabs af the granite, installed by 1CM Marble & Granite,

were required for the bath and master bedroom.
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The kitchen is visible from the entry, so its granite Countertops and I}."I[.'.I-L":E}]:L"il'l.l:{ match
the granite in the foyer, as does the vanity in the powder room. These also were
fabricated and installed by 1CM.

“This residence has at least twice as much ErAnice a5 most IU.'I'LLIT}' residences
Dollie Martinez, co-owner with husband Ivan of TCM. “We used 15 slabs of Visage
Blue, 18 slabs of Piracema White, three slabs of Riviera Gold and three slabs of Rajah
Black granite in the home.”

Granite — ancient, indestructible and beauriful — is as popular today as it has
ever been. Its striking appearance is due to its quanz-crystal strucrure, which can appear
speckled, veined or banded. Different colors emerge, depending on the angle and
intensity of the lighe. Maintenance is simple; just a quick wipe with a damp doth and
o groue o dean. Pr emain {_::}lairutniliwl}r loww for several reasons: Raw materials
are more plentiful, a skilled South American labor force keeps expenses down and
automation is increasing in the industry.

Visage Blue granire also was wsed for the island in the kitchen. "We definitely
wanted an island kitchen,” the wife says, "and since there are no windows, we backlit

ained-glass window to create a light source.” The kirchen is the purﬁ:q_'l size for the
intimate dinner parties that the couple prefers,

The formal dining room is part of a large rectangular room that includes the living
and an informal sitting area. A grand piano sits opposite a gilded Louis XY

and chairs covered in Scalamandré fabric, and Persian carpets cover the walnut floors,

which were installed by Schenck & Co.

Mext to the piano is a pair of dark-blue Louis XV1 chairs, their unusual cutout
backs inset with carved and gilded vases of Howers. Egyptian-style engaged columns
separate the living room from the TV room, and two life-sized pear wood sculprures
are thought to be St. Peter and 5t Paul,

The finishing touch in this reom is the crown molding, which was designed 1o
highlight the paintings, some of which are 8 feet wll. “The owners knew where every
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White Piracema Granite covers connteriaps af th

painting, sculprure and of furniture was going,” s we planned the
maolding accordingly.” Master trim carpenter Diave Penna measured, fabricated and
installed it. Penna also buile the lighted cabinet for the smined-glass window in the
kirchen.

The wine room, which opens off the entry, houses a portion of the husband’s
extensive wine collection. Colored light from another sined-glass window
illuminares botdes of wine, wine books and an inercate m Hoor. ICM
fabricated the granite surrounding it, and Zelaya insalled ic.

Penna built the lighted shelves at the end of the hall wo ay the hushand's

collection of unusual docks, which he refers o as "moving antiques. ilded dock
in the living room features Asclepios, the god of medicine, holding his sacred serpent-
ncircled staff, the maditonal symbol of the medical are
Both bedrooms and the husband's home office feature granite counterto
built-in cabinets. The homeowners chose the lighter Riviera Gold Granite for the
office because it works well with the wood paneling, The White Piracema Granite
used in the guest bathroom has an intricate erystal pattern that
th bathrooms feature buile-i s and the currenty hot ¢
u
The master suite has his-and-her armchairs upholseered in the same shade of blue

used throughout the house. Surprisingly, © re not new but came from the pre

residence. The wife so loved the chairs and a blue bathroom in her former home thar
she decided to use blue exclusively throughout the new home, [t was a bold but

successful move.

Puttin resicen gether was li 3l : Son
came into play — designing around a large period ant collection and furnishings,
satisfying the owners love of granite, creating an Old World ambiance — that it

required the collective expertise of everyone involved.
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